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Ray’sittorneys 
Appeal Ruling 

Attorneys for James Earl 

?y, convicted slayer of Dr. 

*rtin Luther King Jr.. 

V ve mailed notice to the 
1 1. Sixth Circuit Court of 
appeals in Cincinnati that 
they are appealing U.S. Dist. 

Judge Robert M. McRae’s 
decision denying Ray a new 

trial. “ 

After a nine-day eviden- 
tiary hearing in November, 

Judge MoRae filed a written 
opinion last month denying a 
new trial for Ray, who is 
serving a 99-year sentence in 
the Washington penitentiary 
for the April 4, 1968, slaying. 

Ray had contended that he 
was coe c s od . by .feis attorneys 
to pleading guilty on March 
10, 1969 to the crime. 

James -Lesar of Washing- 
ton, D.E.. one of Ray’s three 
attorneys, said the notice of 
the appeal was mailed yes- 
terday. He said it would be 
about another month before 
he would have the actual ap- 
peal brief written up. Lesar 
said, however, that he thinks 
the appeak_caiyt will re- 
verse Judge McRae’s deci- 
sion and order a new trial 
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